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Ant icipated British Position 

Tha BritiBh believe that negotiations are necessary in order to de- 
termine whether or not a compromise can be worked out with the Soviets or 
whether we must face the alternatives of war with the Soviet Union or diplo= 
matlc defeat entailing, among other things, the loss of West Berlin* 

The British apparently are convinced that meaningful discussions can 
bo held only with Khrushchev. Therefore they strongly desire a Summit 
meeting 6 In any event, they want negotiations to take place in some forrao 
They have accepted a Foreign Ministers 1 meeting but foel strongly that our 
reply to the Soviet note should contain a fixed date for a Summit meeting 
and that the latter should not be contingent on progress at the Foreign 
Minister level „ They have suggested the last week of July or the first week 
of August for the Summit meeting. They believe that fixing a date for the 
latter would make a Foreign Ministers' meeting more productive*. 

The British have been proposing an agenda for the Foreign Ministers* 
meeting which closely conforms to the Soviet proposed agenda They have 
indicated willingness to agree to our agenda formula if we accept their pro* 
posal for fixing a Summit meeting date 

While the British do not attach great iEpertsace to the matter of par= 
ticipation by Poland and Czechoslovakia in a Foreign Ministers' meeting, they 
have been willing to accept our formula as an initial position* However, the 
German Foreign Office has indicated that MacmiHan and Adenauer agreed to 
have these countries admitted as observers in order to forestall an Italian 
demand for participation,, 

The British believe that the fixing of a date for a Summit meeting would 
minimize the possibility of precipitant unilateral Soviet action 6 Macmillan 
agreed with Adenauer that Khrushchev should be told that any Western proposal 
for a Summit meeting would be made only on the understanding that unilateral 
Soviet action would not occur, but there was no agreement as to whether this 
should be done through diplomatic channels or in the reply to the Soviet note. 
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least the Initial discussions. Such a meeting should be substantive in 
order that the West may make its position clear and attempt to gain come 
indication of Soviet intentions,, At a minimum such a Foreign Ministers' 
meeting would serve to make clear to world public opinion the merit of the 
Western position,, Should the Foreign Ministers * meeting give promise of 
progress at a Summit conference, the Uo So will be prepared to participate 
in such a Summit conference at any reasonable place and time 

Wa believe that the Four Powers involved should undertake the initial 
discussions in viow of their primary responsibility for solution of the 
German problem. German advisors should be invited for consultation. We 
should resist inclusion of Poland and Czechoslovakia, as suggested by the 
Soviet Union in its effort to achieve "parity" „ Possible enlargement of 
the conference to include other interested governments would depend on the 
course of the negotiations. 

We should make clear to the Soviets in our reply that any unilateral 
action by them to alter the existing situation with regard to Allied access 
to Berlin could be expected to have a detrimental effect on prospects for 
fruitful negotiations at any level 




